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Patrons take a 'snapshot’ of the
Duxbury Free Library
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Last Wednesday, all across
the state, libraries took part in
“Snapshot Day,” an event pro-
moted by the national Ameri-
can Library Association. The
concept originated in New
Jersey as a joint effort between
the New Jersey Library As-
sociation and the New Jersey
State Library, according to
the ALA’s Web site. Soon af-
ter, many states began emu-
lating the effort. At the 2010
ALA Midwinter Meeting, the
ALA Advocacy Coordinating
Group, in conjunction with the
Chapter Relations Committee
and COSLA, agreed to take
this initiative to a national lev-
el, asking that states across the
country find a date this April

" to conduct a Library Snapshot

Day.

On Wednesday April 13,
668 people walked through
the doors of the Duxbury Free
Library, according to Direc-

tor Carol Jankowski. The li- -

brary was one of 226 libraries
around the state that partici-
pated in Snapshot Day.

The library’s day began at
8 a.m., as three newly-elected
library trustees were welcomed
to the monthly trustee meeting
by Jankowski. At 10 a.m., li-
brary patrons began dnftmg
in, wet but happy to be arriv-

Elijah Brown reads “Jabberwocky” during a poetry slam, part of the
library’s “Snapshot Day” actigitias on Wednesday.

ing to as one described, “home
away from home,” according
to Jankowski.

The day was typically
busy but the rain added a bit of
drama. At one point Jankowski
was informed that a rain satu-
rated ceiling tile had fallen in
the reference area. Fortunately
no one was near the incident.




A foray up to the attic dem-
onstrated that even roof leaks
wanted to be counted! Cus-
todian Art Adler, Department
Head David Murphy and Carol
Jankowski spotted eight leaks.

One hundred patrons filled
out surveys, and one comment
summed up how most resi-
dents feel about the library.

“The Duxbury Free Li-
brary is the best. It is so beau-
tiful. I wish I could live here!”

Other comments praised
the helpful staff, and the li-
brary’s vast resources such as
computers, museum passes,
interlibrary loans, DVDs —
and of course, books.

“This library is our second
home,” wrote another library
user. “It is like a center of
Duxbury, the heart of commu-
nity. It is downtown to many
people.”
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